What is B’nei Noach?

OK, What is B’nei Noach?

Simply, B’nei Noach means in Hebrew, “Children of Noah”.

The Bible tells us that after the flood, all mankind descended from Noah and his sons (Genesis 10).

So, Who is a B’nei Noach?

According to the Bible, there are two types of people, Jews, descended from Abraham, and Gentiles, descended from Noah.  If you aren’t a Jew you are, by default, a Gentile or B’nei Noach, Child of Noah.

You will see it spelt both Noachide and Noahide or Noach or Noah – this is just to show that the ‘h’ is pronounced like the ‘ch’ in ‘loch’ – so Noachide is pronounced No-ah-chide with the ‘ch’ being a guttural ‘h’.

Fine, so I’m a “Child of Noah” but what does that mean?

Nothing in itself.  But people who refer to themselves as B’nei Noach take this one step further.  When Noah and his family survived the flood, God madea covenant with them.  The rainbow was a sign of this covenant (Genesis 10 again).

In that covenant, God gave Noah seven laws which outlined a way to have a relationship with Him and a philosophy for living.

So, God gave Noah some laws.  They can’t have been that important if no one has heard of them.
In March 1990, George Bush, as President of the USA signed into law the Joint Resolution of both Houses of Congress.  This resolution recognised the Seven Noachide Laws as the “bedrock of society from the dawn of civilisation” and urged the United States to “return the world to the moral and ethical values contained in the Seven Noachide Laws”
Hang on then, is this a new movement or an old one?
B’nei Noach appear in the Old and the New Testament.  

They are mentioned throughout history.

You may have heard the term “Righteous Gentile”. 
The State of Israel have used this term to honour Gentiles who have done some outstanding act to help Judaism.

This term comes from the description commonly used to describe people who take on the Noachide Laws and in fact the Seven Laws are sometimes called the Path of the “Righteous Gentile”.

So, if B’nei Noach are in the New Testament then they and you are Christians?
No.

B’nei Noach aren’t Christians nor are they Jews, they are Gentiles.  

We do not believe in Jesus as our saviour but we wait for the same messiah as the Jews.

B’nei Noach often have dealings with the Jewish community, this may be through study or social activities, amongst other things.

But that said, Noachides are not Jewish, this is a distinct faith with it’s own laws – not the 10 commandments, and with it’s own practices.  The 10 commandments were given to the Jewish nation at Sinai and their covenant stems from there.

We don’t celebrate the Christian festivals and only recognise Jewish Festivals that universally apply to all mankind (such as Rosh Hashanah – the Jewish New Year).

So, what are these seven laws?
The seven laws are:

1. Belief in God – Do not worship idols

2. Respect God and praise Him – Do not blaspheme his name

3. Respect human life – Do not murder

4. Respect the family – Do not commit immoral sexual acts

5. Respect for other’s property – Do not steal

6. Respect for all creatures – Do not eat the limb of a live animal

7. Creation of a judicial system – Pursue Justice

Seems simple, so why doesn’t anyone know about it?
Abel and Enoch, in the Old Testament, held this faith and when you read of God Fear-ers, in the New Testament, these are Noachides that you are reading of.

With the rise of Christianity, in the West, and other religions, in the East, most Gentiles moved to these faiths and Noachidism became lost in most of the know world.

The philosopher, Voltaire, writing in the 1700s talks of the Noachides that he met.

In the early 1980s, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson (1902-1994), the seventh Lubavitcher Rebbe, reminded the Jewish world of it’s commitment to be an Or’ goyim – light to the nations.

I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness, and will hold your hand, and will keep you, and give you for a covenant of the people (Israel) for a light to the nations (Gentiles).

Isaiah 42:6

The Rebbe ignited a thought in the Jewish nation and many Jews started to study the texts referring to Noachides. Gentiles then began to approach them with questions about Noachidism.

Gradually, as the numbers of Noachides grew, they began to form themselves into small communities and today, those communities, around the world, offer each other support and care.

Yeah, it sounds great, I can see that the laws are pretty sound but what do they mean to me?
The seven laws form an ethical basis for living.

As Noachides, we don’t expect you to join our Church of Synagogue.  We don’t expect you to pay membership or give offerings.

The seven laws give guidance on how to live your life a little closer to how God wants you to.  If you do that, you grow a little closer to God.

As a philosophical system, the seven laws make sense.  Worship only God, don’t swear but consider the feelings of God and others, don’t kill people and don’t harm people and animals.  Be faithful to your partner and have a respect for what is right and wrong.  Then try and make sure that good things go rewarded and bad things are fairly punished.

Just that alone as a general philosophy would be fine because of its simplicity but as a faith it is quite beautiful.

Here are the oldest guidelines on how to get close to God, how to do his will. What easier and better way to please God?

Yes, they sound easy but where’s the catch?

There is no catch.  You just need to understand that this is what God wants and make an effort to fulfil them.

You don’t have to make a public commitment or do some act so people know that you’ve changed.

God just asks that you understand what is required of you and you get out there and start living by these Seven laws.

It has been told you, O man, what is good, and what the LORD requires of you: only to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.

Micah 6:8

So, I want to know more about this.              What do I do?
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Contact us.

Either using the internet or by contacting the Noachide named on the front of this leaflet.

A Final Word from the UK B’nei Noach
Thus said the LORD of Hosts: In those days, ten men from all the nations of every tongue will take hold – they will take hold of every Jew by a corner of his cloak and say, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you”.

Zechariah 8:23

We, within the UK B’nei Noach believe that now is that time and we welcome you to contact us and learn more about life as a Noachide.
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For further information about the Noachide movement

Please Contact:

Email: theukark@btinternet.com
Or your local contact:
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